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Medicare private contracting. Admit-
tedly, he and I come from different
points of view, but we share the same
problem from some of these groups.
f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1566 AND
H.R. 600.

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
remove my name as a cosponsor of H.R.
1566 and of H.R. 600.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Min-
nesota?

There was no objection.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of clause 5 of rule
I, the Chair announces that he will
postpone further proceedings today on
each motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered, or on which the vote
is objected to under clause 4 of rule
XV.

A first group of such rollcall votes, if
postponed, will be taken after debate
has concluded on H.R. 2631, and a sec-
ond group of such rollcall votes, if later
postponed, will be taken after the de-
bate has been concluded on those re-
maining motions to suspend the rules.
f

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EX-
TENSION, AND EDUCATION RE-
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 1997

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2534) to reform, extend, and
repeal certain agricultural research,
extension, and education programs,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2534

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Education Reauthorization Act of 1997’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—COORDINATION, PLANNING, AND
DEFINITIONS REGARDING AGRICUL-
TURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND
EDUCATION

Sec. 101. Priorities and management prin-
ciples for federally supported
and conducted agricultural re-
search, education, and exten-
sion.

Sec. 102. Principal definitions regarding ag-
ricultural research, education,
and extension.

Sec. 103. Consultation with National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension,
Education, and Economics Ad-
visory Board.

Sec. 104. Relevance and merit of federally
funded agricultural research,
extension, and education.

Sec. 105. Expansion of authority to enter
into cost-reimbursable agree-
ments.

Sec. 106. Evaluation and assessment of agri-
cultural research, extension,
and education programs.

TITLE II—REFORM OF EXISTING RE-
SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDUCATION
AUTHORITIES

Subtitle A—Smith-Lever Act and Hatch Act of
1887

Sec. 201. Adoption of short titles for Smith-
Lever Act and Hatch Act of
1887.

Sec. 202. Consistent matching funds require-
ments under Hatch Act of 1887
and Smith-Lever Act.

Sec. 203. Plans of work to address critical
research and extension issues
and use of protocols to measure
success of plans.

Subtitle B—National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977

Sec. 211. Plans of work for 1890 land-grant
colleges to address critical re-
search and extension issues and
use of protocols to measure suc-
cess of plans.

Sec. 212. Matching funds requirement for re-
search and extension activities
at 1890 land-grant colleges, in-
cluding Tuskegee University.

Sec. 213. International research, extension,
and teaching.

Sec. 214. Task force on 10-year strategic plan
for agricultural research facili-
ties.

Subtitle C—Food, Agriculture, Conservation,
and Trade Act of 1990

Sec. 231. Agricultural genome initiative.
Subtitle D—National Research Initiative

Sec. 241. Waiver of matching requirement
for certain small colleges and
universities.

Subtitle E—Other Existing Laws
Sec. 251. Findings, authorities, and competi-

tive research grants under For-
est and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Research Act of 1978.

TITLE III—EXTENSION OR REPEAL OF RE-
SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDUCATION
INITIATIVES

Subtitle A—Extensions
Sec. 301. National Research Initiative under

Competitive, Special, and Fa-
cilities Research Grant Act.

Sec. 302. Equity in Educational Land-Grant
Status Act of 1994.

Sec. 303. Education grants programs for His-
panic-serving institutions.

Sec. 304. General authorization for agricul-
tural research programs.

Sec. 305. General authorization for extension
education.

Sec. 306. Grants and fellowships for food and
agricultural sciences education.

Sec. 307. Grants for research on the produc-
tion and marketing of alcohols
and industrial hydrocarbons
from agricultural commodities
and forest products.

Sec. 308. Policy research centers.
Sec. 309. Human nutrition intervention and

health promotion research pro-
gram.

Sec. 310. Pilot research program to combine
medical and agricultural re-
search.

Sec. 311. Food and nutrition education pro-
gram.

Sec. 312. Animal health and disease continu-
ing research.

Sec. 313. Animal health and disease national
or regional research.

Sec. 314. Grant program to upgrade agricul-
tural and food sciences facili-
ties at 1890 land-grant colleges.

Sec. 315. National research and training cen-
tennial centers.

Sec. 316. Supplemental and alternative crops
research.

Sec. 317. Aquaculture research and exten-
sion.

Sec. 318. Rangeland research.
Sec. 319. Federal agricultural research fa-

cilities.
Sec. 320. Water quality research, education,

and coordination.
Sec. 321. National genetics resources pro-

gram.
Sec. 322. Agricultural telecommunications

program.
Sec. 323. Assistive technology program for

farmers with disabilities.
Sec. 324. National Rural Information Center

Clearinghouse.
Sec. 325. Critical Agricultural Materials

Act.
Subtitle B—Repeals

Sec. 341. Aquaculture research facilities.
Sec. 342. Agricultural research program

under National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act Amend-
ments of 1981.

Sec. 343. Livestock product safety and in-
spection program.

Sec. 344. Generic authorization of appropria-
tions.

TITLE IV—NEW RESEARCH, EXTENSION,
AND EDUCATION INITIATIVES

Subtitle A—Partnerships for High-Value
Agricultural Product Quality Research.

Sec. 401. Definitions.
Sec. 402. Establishment and characteristics

of partnerships.
Sec. 403. Elements of grant making process.
Sec. 404. Authorization of appropriations

and related provisions.
Subtitle B—Precision Agriculture

Sec. 411. Definitions.
Sec. 412. Competitive grants to promote pre-

cision agriculture.
Sec. 413. Reservation of funds for education

and information dissemination
projects.

Sec. 414. Precision agriculture partnerships.
Sec. 415. Miscellaneous provisions.
Sec. 416. Authorization of appropriations.

Subtitle C—Other Initiatives
Sec. 421. High-priority research and exten-

sion initiatives.
Sec. 422. Organic agriculture research and

extension initiative.
Sec. 423. United States-Mexico joint agricul-

tural research.
Sec. 424. Competitive grants for inter-

national agricultural science
and education programs.

Sec. 425. Food animal residue avoidance
database program.

Sec. 426. Development and commercializa-
tion of new biobased products.

Sec. 427. Thomas Jefferson Initiative for
Crop Diversification.

Sec. 428. Integrated research, education, and
extension competitive grants
program.

Sec. 429. Research grants under Equity in
Educational Land-Grant Status
Act of 1994.

TITLE V—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
Sec. 501. Role of Secretary of Agriculture re-

garding food and agricultural
sciences research, education,
and extension.

Sec. 502. Office of Pest Management Policy.
Sec. 503. Food Safety Research Information

Office and national conference.
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